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Everything old is new again!

There is an analogue revolution surging through the corridors of Porsche 

HQ, it’s a renaissance of understatedness, with a procession of cars aimed 

at the passionate enthusiast like the 911 R, 911 T, GT3 and GT3 touring 

capturing the hearts and minds of the Porsche loving public. The pleasure 

of driving is back on the menu and track times and economy are now 

These are all good things, this is a trajectory for sure? The company is 

moving closer to 911s of old, and Porsche is 911 right? 

Some would argue that the air cooled era is the only time worth 

celebrating. A time of handmade passion, of godlike cars, drivers and 

engineers doing battle on the race track. Porsche past is undeniable, 

decades. 

Not even the smarter modern water cooled cars, nor the march of 

technology could extinguish the enthusiasts love for Porsche.

All the while the Porsche range grew and grew with the editions of new 

segments and sub segments. The one settler throughout the years has 

always been the Motorsport cars, RS the GT cars, reassuring us that 

Porsche is still putting performance orientated passionate enthusiasts 

towards the top of the stuff that matter scale.

I love this analogue revolution, yet we all know things are changing, the 

911 RSR engine has crept forward and the Turbo script on the back of the 

Porsche performance models will have millennials asking questions.

911 in the 992, rumours of hybrid technology and batteries wash over 

my back because I know as long as Porsche keeps racing, the Motorsport 

department is going to make cars I/we as enthusiasts want to drive. 

The great lesson as we move away from the fossil fuel era into the next is, 

feel and involvement must be the goal.

Welcome to Duck & Whale.

W W W . D U C K A N D W H A L E M A G . C O M 

F A C E B O O K . C O M / D U C K A N D W H A L E 

I N S T A G R A M :  @ D U C K A N D W H A L E

Change... 

To make the form, nature, content, future course, different 

from what it is or from what it would be if left alone.

We feature a new opinion column on page 124 - Nick is a self-confessed Porsche 

week old coming home from the hospital in his fathers ’77 light yellow Targa. 
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W O R D S  &  P H O T O S  P o r s c h e
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“ T H E  I M P O R T A N T  T H I N G  I S  T H A T 

I M P R O V E M E N T S  A R E  N O T  O N LY  S E E N 

O N  P A P E R ,  B U T  A R E  U N E Q U I V O C A L LY 

Q U A N T I F I A B L E  A N D  A B L E  T O

B E  E X P E R I E N C E D  B Y  E V E R Y O N E . ”

A N D R E A S  P R E U N I N G E R
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R E V O L U T I O N S .

The valves are operated 

by cam followers – a 

motorsport application. 

Clearance compensation 

between the camshafts 

and valves of the new 911 

GT3 RS is realised not by 

hydraulic means, but by 

shim plates as part of a solid 

arrangement. This provides 

greater robustness as well 

as enabling remarkably high 

engine speeds and hard use 

on the race track.

L U B R I C A T I O N .

The way in which oil is 

supplied to the engine is 

also successfully proven 

in motorsport. Continued 

lubrication is vital, 

especially at very high 

engine speeds of up to 

9,000 rpm and under the 

effects of the extremely 

high lateral and longitudinal 

acceleration that can be 

experienced on the race 

track. 
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E N G I N E

3 8 3 K W  
5 2 0 H P 

4 . 0 - L I T R E 

T H E  E N G I N E  I S  B A S E D  O N  T H A T  O F  T H E  9 1 1  G T 3  C U P. 

A L S O  D E R I V E D  F R O M  M O T O R S P O R T ,  T H E  R S  U S E S  

A  S E P A R A T E  E N G I N E  O I L  T A N K ,  F U L LY  V A R I A B L E  

O I L  P R E S S U R E  P U M P  A N D  A N  A D D I T I O N A L

S U P P LY  O F  O I L  V I A  T H E  C R A N K S H A F T .
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T H E  P O R S C H E  9 1 9 

H Y B R I D  L M P 1  C A R .
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C U P  B A S E D .

Fo ur  valve s  p er  c ylin der  with 

c am  followers  an d  a  rigid  valve 

train  is  an oth er  con cept  mature d 

on  th e  ra ce  tra ck .

T h e  engin e  blo ck  an d  c ylin der 

h ea ds  are  ma de  of  aluminium , 

th e  titanium  conn e c ting  ro ds 

have  b e en  forge d  an d ,  thank s  to 

Vario C am ,  th e  c amshaf t  timing  is 

p re cisely  match e d  to  th e  engin e 

sp e e d  an d  loa d .
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M O N O B L O C .
B R A K I N G  U N I T S  A R E  H I G H LY  R E S I S T A N T  T O 

D E F O R M A T I O N  A N D  T H I S  E N A B L E S  A  M O R E 

R A P I D  R E S P O N S E  A N D  R E L E A S E  O F  T H E  B R A K E ,  

E V E N  U N D E R  H E A V Y  L O A D S .

T R A C K .
T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  T H E  F R O N T  E N D ,  

R A N  I N  P A R A L L E L  T O  T H A T  O F  T H E  9 1 1  R S R .  

T H E  C O M P O N E N T S  R E A L LY  A R E  O N LY  

M I N I M A L LY  D I F F E R E N T .
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C H R O N O .

P CM  is  upgra de d  to 

in clude  p er forman ce 

display,  enabling  yo u 

to  display,  s tore  an d 

evaluate  re corde d  lap 

tim e s .  Yo u  c an  view  th e 

current  lap  tim e  an d 

dis tan ce ,  numb er  of  laps 

complete d  an d  oth er 

tim e s  a chieve d  so  f ar.  It  is 

also  p ossible  to  view  th e 

current  f as te s t  lap  an d 

range  until  empt y.  A ny 

travelle d  dis tan ce s  c an  b e 

re corde d  an d  b en chmark 

tim e s  def in e d .
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G R A M S .

T h e  b olt-in  roll  c age  is 

ma de  of  titanium  an d  is 

ap p roximately  12  k g  lighter 

than  th e  s te el  roll  c age  of 

th e  Clubsp or t  pa ckage .  Ever y 

gram  co unt s ,  an d  so  do e s 

ever y  detail .  For  this  reason , 

th e  ultra-light  gearshif t 

pa ddle s  an d  th e  s te ering 

w h e el  trim  are  in  c arb on-

f ibre  reinforce d  plas tic 

(CFRP).
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W E I S S A C H  P A C K A G E .
T h e  Weissa ch  pa ckage  will  re duce  th e  weight  of  yo ur  911  G T3  R S  by 

ap p roximately  an oth er  18  k g .  T h e  Weissa ch  pa ckage  c an  optionally  also  b e 

f it te d  with  forge d  magn e sium  w h e els  painte d  in  Platinum .  T h e  front  lid  an d 

ro of  are  in  c arb on  f ib re  reinforce d  plas tic  (CFRP)  with  a  c arb on-weave  f inish , 

an d  th e  rear  wing  sp or t s  th e  large  ‘P OR S CH E’  logo.
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S y d n e y  -  A U S T R A L I A

P H O T O S  L e e  D e a n

 

the 906 can simply be described as one of the most versatile and 

reliable sports cars of its time and a true foundation stone for things 

that were to come in terms of Porsche prototypes. 

We speak to Ron Goodman at Exclusive Bodywerks about  

his ‘906 Tribute’ and discover the  astonishing detail to  

which it has been built.

   \   23



24   /   P o r s c h e  c u l t u r e  m a g a z i n e



Ron has been designing and building street cars and show 

cars since the age of 17. He started his racing career 

on local speedway ovals in stock saloons, progressing 

through the categories to National Competition on short 

track, dirt and asphalt tracks around Australia, before 

making the move to NASCAR racing with backing from 

West Coast Cooler, an important participant in the early 

days of anti drink drive campaigning. 

As far back as he can remember, Ron has loved Porsche. 

of 20. It was  a 1974 Australia delivered 911, which under 

body, NITROS-injected weapon, which could lay claim to 

several Concourse wins in its day. 

Although he is pretty understated and down-to-earth in 

his approach to the kind of engineering required, Ron is 

Bodywerks is a Porsche factory authorised repair facility 

which has been responsible for many award-winning 

street cars and race winning cars, owned by some of 

Australia’s prominent Porsche enthusiasts. 

Q - Ron, if you would, tell us a little bit about your 

connection to 1960s Porsches, why you chose the Porsche 

vision for the car?

After the demise of NASCAR here in Australia, and partly 

also because of the large accident that I had suffered, I 

was invited to attend a Historic meet while I was in the 

USA. Ever one with an eye for a project, I purchased a 

356 Porsche race car which I could tell needed some very 

special attention. Over time, I rebuilt that 356 and then I 

raced it, and from that point I was hooked on the Historic 

car scene. 

Some time later, while I was taking in the sights, noise and 

glamour of Le Mans, I chased down the owner of a 1954 

pre A 356, did the deal and then, again over time, built 

that into a very successful race car. 

Like so many Porsche guys, I guess, I had always been 

universally regarded as being far ahead of its time and 

it was this passion that made me move on this project to 

recreate what was, for me, the most awe-inspiring race 

car. They project a unique combination of styling, pure 

power and the ability to achieve dominance on the race 

circuits of the world. 
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It will come as no surprise to anyone that this admiration 

had to be done from afar since it was not at all easy to 

of research that the names Tim and Andrew Keiller of 

body construction for the 906 and indeed the legendary 

917. 

to meet the guys and to look at their work and workshop. 

The front door of their workshop felt like one of those 

time travel portals in the movies, taking me back in time 

to some secret little back room in Stuttgart at the point 

their obvious dedication to authenticity, Tim and Andrew 

showed me that they had all the original chassis and body 

schematics and then, with an equal level of pride, were 

clearly able to demonstrate that the quality of their work 

matched the original. I found it all truly inspirational. 

All their components were modelled straight from chassis 

007, a car on which they were doing some work  and a car 

which, to my complete frustration (putting that in polite 

terms), I had only recently missed out on purchasing. 

So, making the best possible compromise, I had a heap of 

parts delivered to them on which they would work their 

magic and away we went. 

Q - Accepting that you are a seasoned racer and that you 

push your cars to the limit on the track, what changes and 

enhancements have you found you needed to make to the 

car to bring it up to ‘Goodman competition standard’?

You are right. I like my cars to give me all they have so, 

with the greatest respect and affection, the 906 was 

never going to be treated any differently. Obviously, 

given the improvement over time, the performance 

of a few of the period suspension components was a 

little questionable, so we tasked renowned suspension 

Motorsport with changing a few of the pieces but still 

keeping everything with their original appearance. 

the artistic touches on your cars, so tell us what you have 

done on the 906 and what technique was used.

Although white is the traditional predominant colour 

for the 906, I had to go with my grey & green. I had some 

numbers put on it but that turned out to be not quite what 

I wanted so Brett, from Bear Designs, agreed to re-work it 
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Ron  tracked down  an original Porsche 

Carrera 6 Driver’s Manual to go with the car. 

Printed in Germany in 1966, it is a museum 

piece in its own right with a brown and 

cream coloured vinal clip binder outer and 

workshop greased yellowing pages. 

“This whole build was all about, at least as 
far as possible, completely replicating the 

exact way these cars were built in the '60s.”
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achieve. While inside the cabin and under the bonnet was 

Q - You have commented a lot of having ‘60s authenticity’ in 

the car. How important was it to you to keep the originality, 

and period-correctness high on the agenda in this build?

This whole build was all about, at least as far as possible, 

and there is no doubt that we could have cut corners, but 

what we have done is what we believe this car deserves. 

We have gone to great lengths to achieve what we have. 

Q - I’m assuming that this car won’t just sit around under a 

dust sheet, so please tell us what plans you have for it?

main focus will still be the 54 coupe. 

Q - Building a car is a journey, talk to us about how that has 

gone with this car and the inevitable challenges that you 

had to overcome?

Yes, it has been a journey, with lots of twists and turns, 

but overall completing this car to the standard that we 
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like things to be as close to perfect as I can get.  

regard it because it moves, and knowing that it is  fast, 

safe and is as  close to perfect as we can make it, is such 

a tremendous achievement for all the people who have 

been involved.

you had experience with other cars of this combination?

tube chassis from my dirt racing and speedway days and 

that gave me a great insight into what was required in the 

building of this car.

Q - Tell us about the car’s interior, what materials you have 

gone for and, although none of us will ever experience it, 

what it’s like to be in there?

As far as the interior has been concerned, I wish all cars 

were as easy. There are no handles, no door trims and 

no carpets. In reality you just get in with a brush and 

We were able to get a little bit clever when we sourced an 

original suede material for the seats, green of course to 

match the colour schemes on several of my race cars. 

Q - Tell us about that almighty looking drivetrain?

While I’d been racing at Atlanta I met a guy from Florida 

who it turned out was selling a 914-6 with 2.0-litre engine 

and 901 transmission for the project. 

So I went for a test drive in it and had my cheque book 

out before I returned the car to him. I got the car back 

to Australia and the engine and transmission were sent 

to Michael Newton Automotive, tasking them with 

rebuilding both, yes, back to the original specs but, being 

performance. Then both were put back in the 914-6 so we 

could complete testing and tuning while the other car was 

being constructed. 

Q - Share with us a story of your experiences from behind 

the wheel. 

Racing NASCAR, dirt track, even ice driving, which is like 

drifting but with no tyre smoke, are all great but there is 

passion and the commitment required for taking an old 

Porsche and pushing it to its limit and sometimes, even  

a bit beyond. 

One memory that will always stay with me is the crash  

of the 54 at Laguna Seca. 
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“while I'd been racing at Atlanta I met a 

guy from Florida who it turned out was 

selling a 914-6 with 2.0-litre engine and 901 

transmission for the project.” 
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“but what really hits home, when 'reality really 
bites', is when a mechanical failure happens. The 

tyre goes, the suspension collapses, the shock 
collapses or the old diff just gives up under the 
strain, and this puts you straight into the wall.“

When you are racing, especially when you are trying to 

car, going off the track, or staying on it and crashing into 

a wall, which is often worse, is one thing you really can’t 

avoid. However, driver error is one thing, and everyone 

failure happens. The tyre goes, the suspension collapses, 

the shock collapses or the old diff just gives up under the 

strain, and this puts you straight into the wall. Racers 

always walked away, albeit from a bent car and with a 

bruised ego but with no injuries. I truly believe that this is 

the real testament to the build quality of our cars. 

Q- What attracted you to Porsche in the very beginning? 

Let me answer that with a question of my own. How could 

anyone not have a fascination with and an obsession for 

Porsche throughout the years? Their cars, their design 

boys dreaming of owning one when they get older and 

older men reliving their boyhood dreams every time they 

turn that key. 

Q- What have been some of the landmark events in your 

time driving cars?

Looking in the rear-view mirror, as it were, I think I have 

been blessed to drive at some really great events. There 

Historic events at Indianapolis, Watkins Glen and the 

amazing Road Atlanta. In my time in NASCAR I got to 

stay with Richard Petty and to drive Charlotte Motor 

Speedway, Rockingham and a few other tracks in the 

USA. I could go on, it is a long list, but no matter where, 

when or with whom, historic racing is one of my all time 

favourite motor sports. 

Q- Do you have a favourite track to drive on and where 

would you like to take the 906?

I don’t feel comfortable just mentioning one and, if I 

could, my dream would be to take particular corners from 

many of the tracks I’ve raced on and blend them into one 

Glen and Road Atlanta in that order. The 906 at Laguna 

would be so good.
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P H O T O S  L e e  D e a n

Duck & Whale drops in on a family 

of craftsmen, reproducing cars from 

a very special era of motorsport.
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Here I am banging on the door of an unassuming 

Melbourne industrial space with an armful of coffees,  

I am greeted by father and son, Andrew and Tim Keiller 

of Werkzcars. Once through the door it is evident 

that this is a workshop, full stop. There is no big sign 

beverage station. It’s just a large open space under 

a sawtooth warehouse roof - my kind of place. The 

morning sun is there before me, light pouring in the 

I make my way past reference material in the form of books, rolled up 

illustrations and photo albums, lining the walls are parts stacked on top of bench 

space, workbenches draw out from the perimeter to service the four chassis 

raised on dollies. These four hand built reproduction chassis consist of Ron 

Goodman’s 906, Tim’s personal 906 chassis, a 917 KH Coupe of 1970 Le Mans 

Keiller started out as an apprentice toolmaker, then went to jig and tool drafting 

before he ended up as a technical illustrator, doing cutaway perspective drawings 
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He explains, “I wanted to do a large cutaway perspective 

of the Porsche 917 and started to map things out, at 

and he dropped in on David Piper’s car, which was being 

restored. David let him take photos of the car – and 

he took hundreds of photos! Once the drawing was 

complete, it struck me that we had enough information 

here to potentially build one… 

917 moulds.

The Keillers received some generous and unexpected 

assistance from the man who literally brought Porsche 

gentleman, recounting how Hamilton gave him a raft of 

which they could make copies of.

where it’s hidden from view and round tube in exposed 

sections. The Keiller clans’ cars have been essentially 

scaled up from copies of a Porsche drawing that shows 

the general arrangement and key dimensions of the 917 

LH as opposed to working off a full scale blueprint. Over 

the years they have perfected the process.

Mr Hamilton’s generous gift of an original, cast 

looking reproductions made in aluminium by the 

The draw dropping suspension castings are made by 

them cast locally before he machines them himself.  

The LMK 917 bristles with handmade recreations of 

the originals, like details including the door hinges and 

all in the details “You’ve got to have the correct wheels, 
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“Mr Hamilton's generous gift of an 
original, cast magnesium 917 wheel 

enabled Keiller to have correct-looking 
reproductions made in aluminium by the 
Australian 'Dragway' wheel makers.”
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windscreen, because it’s laminated. There is a lot of 

fabrication and engineering in these famous Rennsport 

reproduction vehicles.

The LMK replica can be designed to accommodate any 

go with the build. Transmissions are the same, typically 

either the early Type 915 gearbox or the late 1980s G50, 

The Keillers interest in 906 recreations started when 

they came across Californian Hans Lapine, who had a set 

The moulds we originally purchased needed work but the 

drawings were exceptional quality. We had to translate 

everything on the drawings but they were worth it. 

was done by hand, whereas now we have the brackets 

We met Ron Goodman a couple of years ago, he was racing 

at Laguna Seca and we had a 908 Spyder there on display, 

we were then sponsored by Meguiar’s car polish and we 

took a car there for display purposes. Ron was racing 

mentioned we had a 906 in the works. He was on the 

hunt for a real one if I recall correctly and he missed out. 

Ron  was down for the F1 weekend when he called in and 

decided on the 906, it all started from there.

We built the chassis, mountings and bodywork and then 

It was important to Ron to have the 906 in his signature 

was making the huge plastic rear screen in his signature 

yellow as they don’t make the material big enough!

cars, and what we’ve found is that nearly every one is 

then in passing, Hans says  
“Oh I've got a chassis 
drawing here do you want 
that as well?” 
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chassis as the cars were raced and bumped around etc. 

While at a concours in the US we were looking at an 

original 906 on display, our reference is quite an early 

original drawing from 1965, one becomes familiar with the 

chassis structure and while looking at the cars which have 

survived to this day you notice the new additions. It’s easy 

One of these legendary shapes would look absolutely 

striking on the street, amongst the modern automobile! 

cars or are they street registrable anywhere in the 

in Vienna and four in Germany and I think three in the US 

the front. So when the cars went to get registration, 

Tim tells us creating these cars is a therapeutic job, you 

don’t get bored, you have a problem that comes up and 

you work your way through it. If creating things make us 

happy then after moulding, casting, welding, injecting, 

being created by people to preserve the link to the past 

or to commemorate an experience, this is exactly what 

the Keillers are doing with these amazing tribute cars. 

They have opened a door leading to an era of racing that 

the Porsche brand is built on. What an amazing offering 

that is!

Contact LMK Projects Design here: lmk917917@gmail.com
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“Across all of the arts, 
you can see replicas of 

the masters being created 
by people to preserve the 

link to the past or to 
commemorate an experience, 

this is exactly what the 
Keillers are doing with these 

amazing Tribute cars.” 
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Y O U R 

P O R S C H E 

C L U B 

CANBERRA 

R A L L Y 

SURV IVAL 

G U I D E
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W
While managing to evade any experience of 

Australian culture and history at Canberra’s 

superb monuments and galleries we sidestep the 

well trodden path and accept an invitation to the 

PCC Rally. Why? Well in past issues we have been 

waxing lyrical about the modern Porsche owner 

only having time to turn up to a 40 minute coffee 

and cars event, implying that the longer overnight 

gigs that Porsche clubs throw are starting to date 

and are only suitable for the folks frequenting 

cruise boats. Well we put our time where our 

mouth is and the story begins.

The event kicks off at the historic village of Bungendore, it’s early and the car park beside 
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Surrounded by heritage-listed buildings, a classic country pub 

straight for Lake Bathurst along the coarse chip asphalt 

of their initial design before the inevitable facelift surpassed 

is no different, the friendly staff and locals add the cherry 
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Ray is looking at his notes and smiles “we get 
extra points for patting the Rottweiler…”
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speed you can carry is really encouraging and you can trust 

The C4S eggs us on pushing 
through these corners with the 
rev needle at 7000 rpm, this 
special car with it's equally 
special sound track is a great 
place to be.”
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“you have to go in with the 
right mindset from the start, 
if you're thinking I've got 
things to do, the experience 
will fall flat.”
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T R I B A L
Remedy

W O R D S  N i c k  T a y l o r P H O T O S  M a t t  H a r t
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A  G U A R A N T E E D  K I L L E R 

F O R  A N Y  C H A N C E  O F 

A  S L E E P - I N …  B U T  A N 

A V E N U E  F O R  M E  T O  G E T 

A  ‘ Q U I C K - F I X ’  A N D  B E 

H O M E  B E F O R E  T H E  F A M I LY 

N O T I C E  I ’ M  G O N E . 
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A full-time job with an hour 

commute each way. A young family 

(two under 7) and a wife with a new 

business. These things make for a 

busy life. Weekends are precious… 

but sleep-ins are treasured, not 

to mention rare. Having time to 

indulge in a bit of ‘car-guy’ time 

becomes picky with how you spend 

your limited time.  

Track days, club meets, drives and shows. All great options, 

but most are in remote locations or require a whole day’s 

commitment. Then along came ‘cars and coffee’…  

a guaranteed killer for any chance of a sleep-in, but an avenue 

I’m gone. 

The roots of these events can be found in Southern California 

with the largest and most famous of these informal car shows 

being in Orange County’s Irvine where hundreds of cars would 

roll up almost every Saturday since its inception in 2006. 

vintage and the occasional home-built monster. At its peak 

around 500 cars and over 1000 ‘car guys’ would attend. With 

the inevitable encroaching residential building works and the 

sheer size, its days were numbered. The Saturday after the 

organisers announced its demise, over 2000 cars came to 

farewell a little piece of car culture. 
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“over 2000 cars came 

to farewell a little 

piece of car culture.” 
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On a Sunday morning in 2012, a bunch of like-

minded enthusiasts gathered in the car park 

of Cavallino’s, an Italian restaurant in Sydney’s 

northern suburbs. Little did I know that I was 

witnessing the start of something quite magical. 

talk… what started as a small gathering ended up 

with cars swarming the streets. Local school car 

parks, shopping centres, not even the front yards 

of the surrounding houses were off limits for the 

Dinos, Pagodas, GTHOs and Pinzgauers. Early 

wingless Countachs roamed the streets looking 

for a park, to only turn around and head home. The 

police were regular attendees, in fact it was so big, 

Model S was shown one Sunday morning and wheel 

suppliers were regularly on display. We had taken 

over. In 2015, the monthly meets were cancelled 

The demise of these ‘all-in’ meets has paved the 

way for other more formal events; Machines and 

Macchiatos, Sydney Cars & Coffee, Supercar 

Sunday etc. Complete with registration (some with 

an unknown ‘selection criteria’), these events are 

large and more ‘car show’ than ‘car meet’, however 

for me they lack the soul and don’t quite stir my 

about cars parked on grass. Sure, they have their 

place – Pebble Beach, the Goodwood Revival car 

park and any European Concours with Bugattis and 

Pre-War Bentleys… but not Porsche. Porsches are 

for driving, tarmac or dirt.

Recently we’ve seen a bunch of smaller gatherings 

events popping up in Sydney and Melbourne. 

These events are raw and simple. No entry fees, no 

registrations and certainly no awards or trophies. 

Just cars and car people… and coffee. 

There are so many things that need to come 

together to make these mornings great… well, 

for me anyway. Number one is great coffee that’s 

accessible… I don’t want to feel like I’m queuing to 

attending a few, I quickly realise it’s not all about 

the cars… Sure, the smell of old leather, fuel and the 

“I don't want to feel like I'm 

queuing to get into a bar at 

the Ivy to get my caffeine fix.“
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occasional burnt clutch wakes you up and I love 

the sight of a bunch of ‘70s hued 911s as much as 

you do, but the venue, weather and gentle tones 

foremost it’s about the people. Finding ‘my people’ 

amongst this odd sub-culture we’re part of isn’t 

easy and you certainly can’t tell by the type or 

model of car they drive. 

me to a few of these. Sales and mechanical shops in 

Sydney and Melbourne have begun hosting events, 

one has been held at Palm Beach, the home to the 

from 356s to Macans. I lost count of the number of 

even a 911 R. Good coffee from the local café (not 

a van) is a big bonus as is the stunning view over 

Pittwater, just the reward needed for abandoning 

the doona. 

Matt Hart (the man behind The Escape Road) has 

organised a couple of mornings at The Tramsheds, 

a stone’s throw from Sydney CBD. Matt leans 

towards early Porsches and his longevity in 

the scene ensure some eclectic and old-school 

Porsche people are in attendance. As I entered 

the car park just before 7am, there were already 

about a dozen cars parked up… owners huddled 

waiting for the café to open. From 356 A to 993 RS 

and everything in between, some quite rare (for 

us down under) stuff too. A couple of Speedsters 

come in convoy, a 356 and 3.2, five minutes pass 

and another 3.2 Speedster comes in. A handful 

of 930s, a 2.7 Carrera Targa and then more 356s 

park is full of Porsches. The café queue is solid 

and there are smiles all round. An assortment 

of backdates and hotrods scattered throughout 

always attract attention with their Cibies, tartan 

and wide steelies. Some cars I was familiar with 

and plenty that were new to me… though most 

importantly, great to catch up with old friends and 

to make new ones. 

“The café queue is solid and there are smiles all round.”
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“Search for events in your area. If you don't 

have luck, grab some mates and meet for a 

coffee… it might just turn into something.“
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There is a sense of urgency and pace at some of 

these events. I want to chat. I want to look at the 

Then you hear cars burble to life and see them 

leaving. Some are heading off on drives, others 

back home. At least they got out of their garages… 

is this the car event of the future? The event for 

people my age with continual pressure from work 

and family? Or is it simply the event that works with 

white on a chilly Sunday morning. Whatever it is, 

they have a place in our car world and they’re here 

to stay. 

By 9am the spaces in the car park will slowly be 

shades of grey. Their drivers oblivious of what 

was… ‘normal’ life beckons, the car park is back to 

liability and risk assessments for people to put their 

necks on the line, but I’ve missed the comradery 

that came with these more informal meets. One 

person stepping out of line can ruin it for everyone. 

A quick YouTube search will present numerous 

video compilations of drivers showing their lack of 

talent whilst leaving large events. 

These meets aren’t for everyone and it may take 

me, it’s stealing a little piece of the weekend that 

others forgot about to indulge in my passion, whilst 

being home in time to spend the day with the family. 

Now yes, driving is more my style, but who has time 

for that? 
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G O I N '  F O R

B R O K E

B r o k e  -  N S W  -  A U S T R A L I A

W O R D S  &  P H O T O S  L e e  D e a n

PORSCHE 991.2 911 GT3
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Chosen for its modern version of timeless Porsche motorsport 

purity and connection, for the performance and sound of its mental 

motorsport derived 4.0 litre engine, its modern looks, its modern 

Porsche cabin, for its handsome tough looks, a step down from 

numbers, this car is sought after! All of these elements make for a 

buyer’s remorse free transaction at your Porsche dealer.

I get a phone call from a friend who has a problem; he has to get a set 

of important documents to ‘his guy’ who is now residing in Broke, a 

small village in the Hunter Region of New South Wales. I ask, what’s 

he doing in Broke? To which he replied, “He is staying there for a 

week…” Oh right, I see your problem, you just have to drive there! 

Even though one could use the Internet or fax them or wait until ‘his 

guy’ returns from his stay 157 kilometres to the north of Sydney, 

clearly the best option is for us to drive them there. I said I’m in, on 

one condition, we arrive at dawn! I take the silence on the phone line 

as an emphatic - “I’m going to invite someone else!” 

Porsche 911 GT3 991.2

This generation GT3 is out on 

bail, momentarily freed from 

the PDK only shackles of the 

listened to the social media 

us the right to choose who 

changes our gears.” 

This GT3 car is momentous, 

not for the gear box free  

will but for the engine.  

Making a huge case of; the 
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“The 911 GT3 is 

taking the atmo rear 

engined concept into 

brutally 
fast territory”
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My bleary-eyed companion pulls up outside the house in his newly 

delivered Porsche Motorsport White 991.2 911 GT3 two and a half 

 

to the driver and in turn have the driver feel connected to the 911. This 

GT3 is Porsche’s best shot at this type of car without bringing too much 

Our destination is a village of less than 300 people in Singleton Shire. 

churches. 

swiftly evaporated by the realisation we are riding in the Porsche 

engined concept into brutally fast territory, yet the ride sits a small step 

below uncompromising. The great thing about this latest iteration of the 

GT3 is that it cannot hide its modern 911 roots and we don’t want it to.  

Aerodynamically the new GT3 has twenty percent more downforce with 

the same drag as the last generation, mainly due to the treatment of the 

leave us wanting and the roar of the 4.0 litre announces our arrival, 

sending the local wildlife scattering, but this is Australia and we need to 
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“At nine
engine produces a sound of mechanical majesty that grabs a 

hold of your spine and shakes out all the good chemicals”
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full of longer sweeping bends in contrast to the tight twists and turns 

As speed builds the revised rear wing of the GT3, sitting higher and 

the road the twisted shapes of gum trees stand guard at the roadside. 

We pass the Kulnura general store and I’m reminded of the last time I 

 

At nine thousand revolutions per minute, this engine produces a sound 

all the good chemicals. I can only assume that owners made to garage 

That’s right, despite the larger 4.0 litre naturally aspirated engine this 

991.2 911 GT3’s red needle sweeps right up to 9000 rpm, previously 

only the smaller capacity 3.8 could reach those lofty revolutions, the 

Just as the GT3 does away with the unnecessary, so has its engine, the 

Porsche motorsport engineers have lowered internal resistance with 

and useable torque through the mid range.

yet this slightly revised unit continues to shift impeccably fast despite 
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“Owners made to garage
their cars through the winter would need to be 
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We nod at the Wollombi Tavern as we blast past the town and push onto the 

The handsome GT3 is now moving through picturesque countryside lit by a soft 

wheel and seat fabric... The bridge delivering us into the Shire of Singleton where 

stretch of tarmac is seemingly made for such a motorcar, lined with vineyards 

roadside. We have achieved our goals for the morning. 

mother.

“We pick our moments and send roars
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I V O R Y

& 
T H U N D E R

W O R D S  M A R C U S  L A C E Y                    P H O T O S  S K O  M E D I A
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Australia’s Nullarbor Plain is a vast  

expanse of barren terrain, inhospitable to all  

but a few species that have adapted over thousands  

of years to take comfort in the harsh environment.  

It stretches more than 1,000 kilometres from west to 

east across the border between Western Australia and 

the almost treeless, arid landscape offers little; except  

a route to traverse the Great Australian Bight.
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down hard, sheltered from the searing sun 

by the solid steel casing of a rugged shipping 

mainland to get to one of the country’s great 

motoring events.

Its owner and driver, Michael Broughton, grew 

up in South Australia’s capital, before moving 

to Perth many years ago. He explains, “I’m an 

Adelaide guy originally, and I’ve never driven 

at Mallala. I used to go as a kid and watch other 

cars, so this is a ‘tick the box section’; we’ve 

come over to have some fun!” 

His words sum up the sentiment of hundreds 

of other enthusiastic drivers and navigators, 

as well as the thousands of passionate 

motoring fans and spectators who have come 

from across the nation to soak up what is 

arguably Australia’s greatest active display of 

space; bold, advanced and always true to its 

core of focused driving machines. To test the 

limits of the German marque and its drivers’ 

days of twisting and torturous stretches of 

Adelaide Hill’s tarmac.

Event permit and focuses on spirited driving 

challenges and touring as well as hardcore 

over three days, the event takes in the best 

hillclimb and track sprints, as well as closed 

road touring.
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WA whenever possible; Northam and Albany 

‘round the houses’ events and the tracks at 

wool, I get it out and squirt it.” 

Michael continues, “We’re not sure how it’s 

class, so we’re trying to keep to a time but we’ll 

Obviously we’ve got wet conditions to start 

here this morning, I’m so glad I brought road 

tyres, I was going to bring my track tyres!”

staging area, as drivers ready themselves for 

Day 1, and the start of the event. Scattered 

of enticing Porsches, from modern day hi tech, 

And it looks beautiful. The car was stripped 

back to reveal former paint colours of red, 

then green, before the gorgeous ivory, the 

original factory colour, was applied. “I’ve had 

last of the series, with the four wheel disc 

brakes and it’s a great little car, very reliable,” 

said Michael. Just what’s needed as cars and 

drivers head to the hills. 

contrasted by Mark Sandford’s thunderous 

class, it has plenty of that! 

“I looked out the rear window and all I could 

near the rear of the car at the time,” said Mark. 

exclaimed one of the other competitors.  “Just 

fuel settling into the straight through exhaust. 

the driver. With this impressive display and 

other tuned engine notes to re-awaken the 

quiet little hamlet of Uraidla and head out 



“I don't wrap it in cotton wool,  
I get it out and squirt it.” 
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“Oh my god, we thought you were on fire!” 
exclaimed one of the other competitors.  
“Just fuel settling into the straight through 
exhaust. We burnt that out and it was fine” 
concluded the driver. 
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Fuel however was an issue the day before for 

sluggish for half a day before being cleaned 

out, the exact cause still a mystery, with 

additives or water in the mix possibilities.

Turbo look. 

The mill runs a twin plug setup, S cams and the 

better throttle response.

he likes to keep its life story intact.

and alloy trailing arms stabilise the mass, while 

it up. 

The many twisting and turning roads of 

the Adelaide Hills are made for this classic 

Porsche.

“On the previous stage, we were one second 

faster than the 800hp GT and four seconds 

V8 Mustang, latest thing on the road, but 

said Mark. The day before, cars took to the 

section of hairpins and cutbacks, another 

of his favourites. He explains, “A really good 

section for us, very tight, we love that. Getting 

tyres help.
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The tyre selection was inspired by the Porsche 

Museum itself. “I was in Germany earlier in the 

year and had the chance to visit the museum in 

good enough for Porsche, they’re good enough 

homage to its T roots,” said Mark. “It might be 

that I’m a bit of a control freak, but what I love 

most about driving the car is its performance 

without any aid...no power assisted anything. 

It’s rough, rugged and visceral, while the wide 

body and tyres keep it looking plain sexy.”

The last stage of the rally is a short track 

section. Like a full on race start, the brutal 

911 blasts onto the circuit from the slip lane 

entry, no easing onto the track for the warm 

up lap, it’s full throttle, full noise, all the way! 

It’s a real push in the back as the sticky black 

contact patch grips the smooth bitumen 

power through the recently rebuilt transaxle 

to the massively offset rear wheels.

Park section of the original Adelaide Formula 

Approaching the chicane, the track 

drops away to the left, and without any 

familiarisation laps it’s really guessing the 

apex, but the chassis does everything asked of 

it, turning in left, then out right. The cavalcade 

armco, will have no spectacular moment to 

shoot from this well sorted machine through 

as car and driver work with an uncanny 

understanding built from a close relationship 

spanning many years.
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“no power assisted anything.  
It's rough, rugged and visceral, 
while the wide body and tyres 

keep it looking plain sexy.”
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follows is tight and it’s hard on the brakes, speed 

washing away in an instant before the throttle 

blasting up the hill. Then it’s hard right again, 

sight, but as soon as the car is through and onto 

the easy left high speed section the downdraft 

carburetors open fully, inhaling a rich blend 

through unrestricted, bellowing exhausts, 

turning thousands of heads in awe as this 

brutal sounding and beautiful looking red beast 

thunders by.

It’s the southern hairpin of this circuit which 

really shows the car and wheelman’s attributes. 

right amount to balance adhesion and power 

delivery, a feeling best experienced through the 

seat of your pants, the real race car sensation of 

latitudinal slip and forward thrust all in one.

And in not more than a moment, the short 

section is done. Every braking, every 

acceleration and every corner is so rich.  

And the sound!

It’s fun, lots of it, in a classic Porsche.

Thanks to Adelaide Rally teams:

Car 177 - PORSCHE 1965 356SC 

Driver: Michael Broughton 

Co-Driver: Greg Blackall

Car 202 - PORSCHE 1972 911 RSRT 

Driver: Mark Sandford 

Co-Driver: John Hunter 

Instagram:
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C U L T U R E  S H O P

LIMITED EDITION DUCK & WHALE 

DRIVING PORSCHE CULTURE 

GRILL BADGE

Crafted using a vintage manufacturing process very similar 

to the cloisonné badges made in England in the 1930s and 

1940s. This limited edition grill badge features a shield 

capturing all aspects of driving from the winding road to the 

AU $150.00

www.duckandwhalemag.com
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9 1 2  P H O T O S  S t i c k y  R i d e

B A N G K O K  -  T h a i l a n d
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On the hot, bustling and crowded streets of Thailand’s 

capital, where the familiar and the exotic collide, 

you will find a group of die hard air-cooled fanatics 

called the Renndrive crew - a passionate group of 

like-minded enthusiasts, all celebrating the beauty 

and simplicity of an iconic design. Duck & Whale 

catches up with Thai architect Korn Thongtour and 

gets a closer look of two of his beloved 1960s classic 

Porsches on the streets of Bangkok. 

The day starts with an 8am hotel pickup with Korn, Tenn and 

the Renndrive crew. Tenn is our driver and translator for 

a tasty late ‘60s R inspired hot rod. Korn has organised the 

early morning tour through old Bangkok; known for ornate 

shrines and vibrant street life. Six classic Porsches cruising 

the normally bustling streets is quite a sight. Nothing beats 

passionate locals showing off their town and even more so, 

how the language of Porsche has no boundaries. 

Tell us about your 911 E?

 

of only 1,968 built, this car has had only one previous owner.  

The E is special because the Porsche 911 E model of 1969-

1973 essentially replaced the short-lived 911 L (Luxus). 

The 911 E was designed to be the more comfortable, more 

(Touring) and the high-performance type 911 S (Super). The 

engine, Bosch mechanical fuel injection, 140 hp at 6,600 rpm.

You have had the car restored; talk us through the 

restoration process? 

I set out to make this a Porsche with a new soul in an old 

body, historical accuracy is paramount to me so we started by 

matching the colour back to the original year of manufacture; 

the engine is original as well. Most impressively, the original 

interior leather and seat covers have been very well 

maintained and remain in great condition to this day.

Many of the parts have been replaced or restored, we tried 

hard to match the exact year and make of each part in order 

to make the car as complete as possible. The engine, brake 

and electrical system were all worked on over the 18-month 

restoration period.

Let’s talk about your ‘one better than 911’ - your 912.

This car is also Thai delivered, it is a 1967 Slate Grey 912, 

The car itself has been in Thailand for about 50 years but it 
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This car was in rough shape when you acquired it correct? 

How long did the restoration take?

Yes, almost every part of the body had to be constructed and 

was so out of fashion, many cars were played with as time went 

on. We spent about 2 years in and out of the shop turning back 

the clock on the 912. I was keen to be involved in the process 

so we went through and supervised every part from bodywork 

and the paint job, to various installations. 

somehow related to all the Porsche car rides we did during the 

makes me very happy to share the experience with them. Little 

to the car?

My only thought about this horn grill SWB 912 was to restore 

it to the original 1967 year of manufacture condition.

Smaller restorations inside the project include a new Porsche 

4-cylinder engine, suspension, brake system, electrical system 

My wife wanted the interior to be different from other cars, 

which are mostly black. We decided on brown leather and 

wood steering wheel to match the wood console.

Tell me why you chose to take the car back to a  

standard 912?

When I received the car it had been through many past 

modifications. The car was white in colour. The engine was 

I found the process of restoration quite enjoyable. I started 

looking for parts that matched the original, including the 

4-cylinder engine.

perfect. I actually found that quite beautiful. The car actually 

short distances. This became the car I drove my wife and our 

my wife, our baby and me). Even during the pregnancy we would 

take a leisurely drive around the neighbourhood in our free 

time. It felt like we were taking our son out for a drive haha.

When the time came, I sent the car to the body shop for a full 

was the colour dark grey to complement metallic rims, covers 
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and chrome hardware. Incidentally that was the same year 

the 50-year anniversary 991 came out. I saw the iconic image 

where the old was parked next to the new, and both were in 

had to be slate grey (6601-G).

Out of the two cars, do you have a favourite? 

If I had to pick one, I would say the 911 over the 912. It is more 

fun to drive and more powerful. I particularly love the roar of 

the real air-cooled 6-cylinder engine. However, what I love 

about the 912 is the charm in its shorter body form and colour. 

What is it that you love about the air-cooled Porsches?

especially after my design work as an architect.

Even in the ‘60s cars, I can drive them alongside the new 

During long trips to the country, I would usually roll down 

the scent of the soil, trees and of course the benzine from the 

engine in the mix haha.

I love hearing the sound of the air-cooled engine. I would hear 

the original header pipe. And the best part is being able to 

press hard on the gas pedal and harness the full power of the 

car. It brings me such great joy.

Tell us about your Porsche collection?

There are 5 cars total in my collection in different states of 

Soft Window, 911 RSR 

What is your next Porsche project? 

The project I am happy to say is complete is the 1973 inspired 

911 RSR. You should be seeing that soon.

There are also ongoing projects I complete annually.

Working on vintage Porsche is a great source of inspiration 

for me. What I hope to achieve here, is to leave behind these 

Porsches for the next generation, to be enjoyed and taken 
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T H E 
P O R S C H E

Hans Mezger  

Norbert Singer 
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We speak to Bart Kuykens #aFLAT6loveaffair 

to discuss his approach to shooting 

Porsche legends Norbert Singer and 

Hans Mezger who both feature in his 

book “A FlAt Six Love Affair” #3 

his camera of choice is an Analog 

Leica M Black\
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Share with us how your photoshoot 

happened with the legendary engineer 

Norbert Singer.

I have a contact at Porsche (Jessica) and she hooked me 

up with Mr Singer as well as with Mr Mezger after a few 

mails and calls. I explained my analogue black and white 

A few months later I waited patiently in front of a big gate 

at the secret Porsche storage in Kallenberg near Stuttgart 

where we agreed to meet. Mr Singer was a few minutes late 

prototypes and other Porsches inside the huge building.  

 

When Mr Singer arrived we had a short chat about what I 

wanted and how we should proceed. I must say it went very 

smoothly. I asked Mr Singer to walk around the storage and 

stop and talk about the cars he worked on and I would take 

pictures in the meantime. It may have seemed a little strange 

shoot from unusual angles. As an artist I have to think not 

which might end up in a gallery for example. Because I am 

freedom to explore and use the full space around me with a 

twisted point of view. I also like the imperfection of analogue 

cars and he always felt where I was so he almost always 

adapted to the frame I was looking for. 

For more then 35 years, this gentleman 

helped Porsche deliver unprecedented 

levels of success in world sports cars, share 

with us the conversations of the day?

He told me many stories and some were very interesting. 

One story was about the tyres and how the car reacted on 

camber and caster for example. Driver A came in after a 

He told me it took years to study the tyres and how they 

wore out in certain circumstances. Also each driver was 

different and had other experiences and needs. Nowadays 

drivers trust numbers and computers.

Norbert 
Singer\
automotive engineer 

Porsche
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Share with us your photoshoot experience 

with the engineering giant Hanz Mezger.

experience. First of all his English is not very good and my 

knowledge of German is worthless so the introduction was 

not very smooth. I tried to explain my way of working but I 

realised I had to freewheel and just make him comfortable. 

It was weird giving your hero instructions of where to stand 

and where to look but at this point you have to make the 

switch in your head and go for results no matter what. With 

are the chances you can shoot him again in such a great 

spot on. 

What was the great man like and did  

the day go smoothly? 

we could go on for another hour he was very easy going. 

 

so unfortunately no fancy stories here. But I had a funny 

experience when leaving the building with Mr Mezger! 

Given his age (88) I though he would be driving a new 

Tell us about your art book series. 

people and the cars; I like to interact with them both at 

the same time. Shooting this series of 7 books in black and 

Very rewarding. Getting mails on a daily basis from people 

Follow Bart on Instagram @bartkuykens 

#

Hans 
Mezger\
automotive engineer 

Porsche
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H A N G A R

G E E L O N G

P H O T O S  N a t h a n  S t i r l i n g 
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# H A N G A R B A N G E R
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I N  J A N U A R Y  T H I S  Y E A R  P O R S C H E  G U Y  A N D  H I S T O R I C 

B U I L D I N G  O W N E R  J O H N  O R C H A R D  H O S T E D  A  P O R S C H E 

P A R T Y  I N  T H E  C B D  A I R C R A F T  H A N G A R  I N  G E E L O N G .

The deal was made and this grand old girl was sold and 

poised for demolition a week after the gathering to make 

way for a 12 storey hotel development. The hangar was 

originally located at Milne Bay PNG to sleep the troops 

when they arrived by ship during WW2. From 1950 onwards 

it was home to Trans Otway bus depot. The architect who 

designed Trans Otway had to think outside the square as 

building materials were scarce post war. So a team was 

sent to dismantle 3 of the hangars, shipping them back and 

rebuilding in situ to make them 1.5 times original length and 

built in tandem. Rather than on ground level as they would 

have been, columns and beams keep them looking much more 

grand than their original aesthetic.

John was hoping to get eighty Porsches for something of 

a social send off and thought it would be a perfect way of 

conserving the space with photos of the cars he loves shot 

against the industrial architecture of the hangar. 

With the help of the Porsche Club of Victoria and Porsche 

Forum Australia, the Victorians answered the call and two 

hundred plus cars rolled up and parked inside, outside and 

roamed the streets to help see the weary old building off. 

The clear success of the day left the crowd asking where the 

next one will be held!

Here is a selection of images from the day.
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# H A N G A R B A N G E R
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P E O P L E

S Y D N E Y  -  A U S T R A L I A

D R I V E  F O R  P L E A S U R E

byram Johnston
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T
he scene in those days was 

‘American muscle’ and my father, 

and indeed his father, were right 

into the Chevrolets, Packards, 

Dodges, Fords and Buicks. They 

were the kings of the road in the 

‘50s and ‘60s and with their capacity for 

relaxed cruising , we did lots of long trips in 

one or other of those big American V8s.

In the early ‘60s, when I was quite young 

and still not old enough to be trusted 

behind the wheel, my father took my 

brothers and me, for what was the first of 

many overseas trips. 

He was a savvy businessman, what today 

would be called an entrepreneur, and he 

revolutionised the paints and inks industry 

here in Australia by bringing to that market 

the concept of mixing colours from a 

white base, thereby removing many of the 

when mixing individual colours for the 

consumer market.

It was on one such overseas trip, that I had 

amazing as it may seem, I can recall it as if 

it was yesterday. We had slipped over from 

London to Holland and were chugging along 

the autobahn in a comfortable but rather 

slow bus. You will remember I was used to 

the V8s which my father used to drive. 

Out of my window I saw three, what 

seemed to me to be rather small cars going 

past at a very impressive speed. They were 

white and I could see the flashing blue 

lights and the writing which signified that 

they were police cars. 

My father, seeing my nose pressed up 

that they were ‘Porsche 356 B convertibles’. 

I had no idea how he knew that but he did 

have an interest in Volkswagens and gave 

us a run down on what he knew of this little 

he thought they were ‘very good small cars’. 

In one of those little fortuitous happenings, 

that often change the course of our lives, 

even though we may not realise it at the 

time, when we stopped at a typical truck 

stop a little further on in the journey, 

there sat the three police cars and their 

inhabitants. I can remember that, although 

no one asked why they had been going so 

fast, we asked every other possible question 

about the little Porsche cars and were 

delighted to discover that the policemen 

responded to our enquiries giving as much 

detail as they could and letting us look 

inside the cars. I had never seen anything 

like them.

I grew up in a family where cars 

were always being discussed. I 

wasn’t old enough or savvy enough 

to add much content but I used to  

do what all good children should do; 

I listened. And I enjoyed.  
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We knew that father had always held the 

opinion that the best engineers in the world 

were German. He admired their training, their 

attention to detail and their ‘simple things done 

perfectly’ approach and he was of the opinion 

that these cars were simply a reinforcement 

of that opinion. If that was good enough for 

father, it was good enough for me and, on that 

day, a seed had been planted. 

Many years later, after going through 

University and earning a little bit of ‘hobby 

cash’ on the side by buying, ‘doing-up’ and 

selling a few Volkswagens, I got into a Karmann 

Ghia, itself a lovely little car and within 6 

months of that I’d decided to move onto the 

next stepping stone and buy a Porsche. 

As luck would have it, I found a bloke in an 

advertising agency who was selling a 356 B 

and, of course I had to have it even if it meant 

me selling a few cars to make it happen. 

few ‘go fast’ cars around that time, like the Alfa 

and 240Z, and I’ve owned a few, but I really 

been released around the same time and, man, 

that car really did look ‘the business’ ….but in 

the world of Porsche ownership everyone has 

to start somewhere!

A couple of years later, my ‘love affair with 

Porsche’ was, it must be said, very pleasantly 

interrupted by another love affair, this time of 

a far more personal nature which saw my wife 

and I spending the next six years working and 

travelling in Europe. 

the family having expanded to a membership 

of four, I made the inevitable transition into 

the Porsches of that period …the ones with 

transaxles and backs seats. I have owned 

with some modesty. I can say that I have not 

made many mistakes in my life but this was an 
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unbelievable car and, in hindsight, I probably 

shouldn’t have sold it! 

With my preference now clearly established in 

my mind, and with no disrespect towards front-

illustrated here in the garage.

that, in all honesty, is a cracker of a car. 

and, having secured that, it occupied centre 

stage and I started to build diversity around it. 

I mean, I would love to still have examples of 

opens up opportunities and sometimes you just 

have to trust your instincts; like how I came 

the history was there, it came up for sale and it 

‘ticked all the boxes’. It’s fair to say I have been 

behind the wheel of nearly all of them …I mean, 

how could you not ?

I’ve been really lucky to have my wife and 

family support my passion for cars and they 

have involved themselves thoroughly over the 

the culture, what we’ve found with Porsche is, 

it’s the full spectrum of people involved here 

and you can speak to anyone and share stories, 

people just love the car stuff and are honest 

with you.

Porsches are an everyday, practical, high 

performance car and they don’t have that many 

problems or cause their owners too much 

have to leave them undriven for a while but for 

the most part my Porsches don’t stress me and 

Willoughby. 

face ever since. 

With the children now older I’d gone back 

to the 356 A, this time an orange one and in 

another example of the twists and turns that life 

occasionally presents us with, Jeff Dutton found 

You know Jeff was excellent. He said at the 

time, if you don’t like the car you can have your 

money back and I believe he has said it every 

time we have met since. No chance my friend. 
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Just to give some background as to values this 

mark, you can do the maths. 

which were a couple of hundred as my daily. 

Around that time, I started to do track days 

like the East Coast Classic which we did for 

six years in a row. We did the Dutton rally, the 

wonderful Classic Adelaide and we took the 

car down to Tasmania a few times. The three 

and four day rallies were our focus and our 

favourites. In all these events I’ve had a few 

different co-drivers, but have particularly 

enjoyed it when my wife or my son Nathan 

occupied the other seat.

At that time people appreciated that it was 

where people can’t get their head around why I 

determined to stay out of that and quietly get 

on with it. I didn’t buy it to do anything with it 

other than drive it! I don’t care what it’s worth. 

We have rebuilt the engine but other than a 

stainless steel exhaust, the car is as it was. 

such, it has a trip meter and a half cage but, 

other than that it is as it came out of the 

factory. I’ve never owned any car for as long 

I wonder how many people keep a car for 

twenty-three years, still use its full potential 

and still enjoy it. It has been such a part of me 

that, when I open the garage door, I sense that 

it is as excited as I am about what is ahead in 

the drive today. 

In the different days of long ago, my father 

had me steering his car from the age of four 

and I would just be out, although not on public 

roads, driving anything I could get my hands on, 

I got my license the day I could and I was away. 

In real terms, sure there are risks of injury in 

the kind of driving I do and I know that if I had 

an incident that resulted in something that 

stopped me driving, it would be devastating. 

Maybe that’s the little voice that tells me to 

‘never let my driving ego write cheques that my 

driving abilities can’t cash’.

With my family, education and work life, any 

thoughts of trying to become a professional 

driver just were not feasible and as a result we 

do the very next best thing which is to drive 

for pleasure. 

We’ve driven many thousands of kilometres 

countries in Europe and I count myself very 

fortunate to have been able to drive probably an 

equal number of kilometres around Australia.

On the road I like to push myself, still within 

the limits of the road, and off-road I like to push 

myself just that little bit more..

Which brings me to the Orange Beast.

I liked what Porsche had done over the years 

incredible details under the skin. I had seen the 

driven the car on various rallies with the boys 

who ran it. Therefore there were no secrets 

about the car and I knew that it had been if not 

‘abused, then heavily-used’. It was an ordinary 

plenty of use. In passing, I had said to the then 

owner that if he ever felt the need to ‘move 

it on’ for any reason, then I would be happy 

telephone call. Fortunately for me, he did and it 

became mine. 
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The motor was running exceptionally well and  

it had a fair bit of money recently spent on it.  

I knew the image that I wanted for the car; the 

style Fuchs wheels. 

Grant at Autohaus worked on the suspension to 

Driving it, or perhaps some would say ‘chucking 

it about’, is really a whole lot of fun and such a 

contrast to the other two classics. The way in 

off-camber corners and over undulations is so 

different and special. Words alone do not do it 

justice; it has to be felt. If there was no engine 

noise, it would almost be serene. But what 

would be the point in that. It does have noise 

and loads of it.

When discussing my intention to participate in 

the Targa Florio Australian Tribute drive, which 

toured the Victorian coast and countryside, my 

wife asked, “Which car have you entered for 

which point she smiled and said “Good choice !”

Near where we live there are some great 

dirt roads and I’m often out there, ostensibly 

checking on the neighbours but, in reality just 

enjoying this beast at full tilt with a trail of dust 

in the rear view, and often the side view mirror. 

It is such a great thing .

when it comes to a choice of car the 550 is 

the one that any fervent admirer of all things 

Porsche would want to own.

Autohaus Hamilton understood exactly what I 

wanted to achieve and decided to come along 

with me on the journey.

the UK and then sat down to discuss design.

 We chose the Targa as the donor car because it 

was originally designed as an open car and so it 

has the right amount of strengthening, meaning 

With an emphasis on using Porsche parts, 

the roll bar is from a modern Boxster with 

The 3.2 litre motor came out for a ‘freshen up’, 

the suspension was rebuilt to road touring spec 

and ride height. Other than the heat exchangers 

have kept it this way because we really didn’t 

want to build a race car.

We spent a huge amount of time getting the 

lines on the car exactly as we wanted them, and 

I particularly wanted the curve from the engine 

of the roll bars and end at the top of the wind 

screen, leaving just enough head room for the 



two occupants. The chassis work and backdating 

central exhaust cut-outs for more of a retro look.

slightly protruding fuel spout in the centre of the 

bonnet.

Without doubt most time was spent on the 

development of the windscreen. The design 

was inspired by the Porsche 356 speedster 

and commissioned from experts who build 

or rear glass which quite literally makes this a 

‘blue sky’ car. With no side windows a lot of effort 

went into tailoring the bodywork on the tops of 

the doors and all the door-based electrics were 

style with a long horizontal pull strap and handle.

The silver colour is individual. It is taken from 

Perhaps it is only when the car is able to stand 

alongside other Porsche silvers that the real 

uniqueness of this silver becomes evident.

Because it has been deliberately maintained 

as ‘street spec’ I take every opportunity I can 

to drive it. I loved being part of the process by 

which it was created and I reward myself for 

all the effort which I expended by taking it, 

weather-permitting, for a run at least two or 

three times a week. 

design and an exploration of possibilities. I didn’t 

do it to build a hot rod, it is very understated and 

elegant and for me, it is the Porsche that Porsche 

should have built.   
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Exclusive to LeMyth Authorised Dealers | Visit lemyth.com.au for more
or call +61 3 9872 5773

REDEFINING BRAKING PERFORMANCE

GT Edition

 ∞ Zero Brake Fade

 ∞ Longer Durability

 ∞ Progressive Torque Curve

 ∞ Highest Initial Brake Bite in class

 ∞ Class Leading Friction Coefiecient

 ∞ Out Performs all Competitors

Bremtec is a registered trademark of Global Automotive Partners Pty. Ltd. 

STEEL CARBON CERAMIC

Brake Bite @ Max Temp (CoF) 0.48 μ 0.70 μ

Brake Fade (Max Operating Temp) 0-700 deg oC 0-1650 deg oC

Weight Comparison - UP TO 60% LIGHTER



I am the last person who should be talking about fashion. 

My daily ‘uniform’ of jeans and shirt (out, never tucked 

in) has remained unchanged for over 20 years. Sure, the 

shirts change, the shoes and boots are updated but a 

follower of trends is something I am not… in marketing 

terms I’m more laggard than early adopter. I held onto my 

Blackberry for as long as I could and only recently did I 

sway from Ray Bans. When renovating, we chose a white 

bathroom… we can’t offend anyone with standard white, 

right? However when it comes to cars… this is all thrown 

out the window. 

This is a delicate subject. Fashion, trends and what makes 

something cool is a topic that can offend though it’s also 

one that sparks considerable debate with like-minded 

enthusiasts. Personalisation, modification and just plain 

messing about with cars isn’t new and making something 

your own is generally the right of passage for all car 

people. Firstly, let me be clear, discussing what is or isn’t 

cool… is not cool. In an effort to remain vaguely cool, I’m 

not going to do that. So, let’s look at trends instead… 

My Porsche passion really starts with the 911. I dig 

356s and I love the look of them, but for me it’s the 911 

I grew up with. From launch through to the early 1970s, 

many 911 owners wanted to race, rally or hill climb their 

very capable little cars. The Factory recognised this and 

produced a guide outlining the modifications done to 

factory racers and the parts needed so that privateers 

could make their own ST or R. These ‘Sports Purpose’ 

modifications where often subtle and mainly internal with 

single minded outcomes. 

Towards the late 1970s and certainly the 1980s, 

Guards Red and whale tails ruled the scene. ‘Excess’ 

was celebrated and many older 911s were made to look 

new. The subtlety previously found from the factory 

still existed mechanically, however externally slant-nose 

guards and bolt-on flares reigned.

I feel like modifications in the 1990s slowed… wings 

where often added to 964s and 993s creating RS 

lookalikes, but most of the 911s built in this period 

escaped serious mods. The trend of modifying earlier cars 

to look like the current continued with many SCs adorned 

with 964 bumpers. 

This is about where I stop. The subsequent years didn’t 

excite me as much as the earlier… the 996 felt much 

more mass produced and was a much easier car to drive 

attracting a different buyer. Since then, the gap between 

air and water cooled has grown and sadly you tend to fall 

in one camp or the other. Sure, there’s some crossover 

and I’ve been lucky enough to race a 996 Cup Car 

regularly and I love it, but I’m firmly planted in air-cooled 

territory. 

When I thought I’d seen it all… along came Singer. When 

they first launched, I was in awe. My ultimate 911 until I 

saw the price tag. They quickly went out of my mind, only 

to be reminded at various events when seeing someone’s 

‘interpretation of a Singer’. Flattering I’m sure for the 

folks at Singer, but the majority of these cars miss the 

mark… by a lot. Last year I was lucky enough to spend a 

few hours at the Singer factory in LA. This visit changed 

my view on these cars… they are amazing and we should 

all be in awe of what they’re doing. Getting up close to 

these machines with their passionate staff pointing out all 

the tiny details finally made me see what it was all about. 

They truly are an amazing piece of kit and the ‘everything 

is important’ sign hanging in the workshop is the precise 

mantra for their builds. Sadly, they remain out of reach for 

most of us. 

Less is more

N I C K  T A Y L O R

O P I N I O N

A view or judgement formed… not necessarily based on 

fact or knowledge.  That sounds like me. 
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I’m sure we will end up with the Melbourne or Sydney 

commission from Singer in Oz in the near future, but for 

the moment we’re left with the generic lookalikes that 

we see down under which tend to focus on looks alone 

with little attention given to the mechanicals. What may 

look amazing at ten feet is often hiding a high mileage 

SC or 3.2 with little thought given to the details. You can 

recognise these cars when you check out the interior… 

standard vinyl clad tombstone seats with the only change 

limited to the addition of a Prototipo wheel. I hope that 

they are works in progress, though they don’t seem to 

evolve. 

With longhood 911s the trend has changed from creating 

‘sports purpose’ beasts, with many owners now opting to 

restore their 911s to ‘original’. A decision reached heavily 

due to values I’m sure. Easily reversed, subtle mods are 

still popular… think wheels, cibies and seat inserts. A 

sensible way of protecting the investment whilst putting 

your own stamp on it I suppose. Then there are stickers. 

Porsche scripts, stripes, numbers, roundels and period 

livery inspired wraps and themes. I’m not going to harp on 

about it these, but please… sometimes less is more. 

Personalising and making something your own will never 

go out of fashion. However, just because you can, doesn’t 

necessarily mean that you should. Before you start on 

your own journey, take a trip through Porsche’s history 

and review the company’s amazing back catalogue. The 

factory’s modifications were simple, purposeful and with 

real reward… a subtle tweak here and there designed to 

come together to enhance the driving experience, making 

something truly awesome… rarely were they cosmetic and 

to simply ‘stand out in the crowd’. 

Nick

Pic: Rob Scheeren

Pic: Singer Vehicle Design
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S
o it’s February 1992 and I’m off to Brands Hatch 

GP Circuit in England to race a 924 Turbo. Once 

again I wonder ‘can I do it’ but excitement, 

adrenalin and that scary sensation of going to the 

edge forces me on. The funny thing that I have 

you only get one go so PEDAL TO THE METAL! 

In those days there were no simulators so I arrive at Brands 

Hatch very early –it’s bloody cold and the circuit looks 

like ice. I meet my kind benefactor Paul Smith for the old-

fashioned way of learning a circuit – the track walk. Paul 

is a senior member of the Porsche Club of Great Britain 

(PCGB) and very active in its day-to-day management. I met 

in a PCGB event at Brands Hatch in a 924 Turbo, all costs 

covered – just bring your helmet. I need a lot more friends 

like Paul.

Brands Hatch Grand Prix Circuit is the heart of British 

calling for BIG BALLS. Love it!

was an incredible culture shock as everyone was rubbing 

given. It felt like a full-on GP weekend. A totally new level of 

One thing I am learning and continue to learn following this 

are like drug addicts – they love to drive – have to drive – 

 

For them being on the track in a car is what they live for – 

 the faster the better.

Through Morgan & Banks I had been working with the 

newly arrived MD of Porsche Cars Australia (PCA), Nicolas 

handy race car driver in his own right. In 1992 Porsche had 

wanted to bring it to Australia to take on the Bathurst 12 

name on. 

the Sandown race in early 1993. Through his association 

to be reckoned with. Having said that we knew they were 

drivers, same car, same circuit, same conditions only different 

A true team sport

G E O F F  M O R G A N 

C O L U M N  4 1

A seasoned business professional, philanthropist, 

entrepreneur and Porsche racing car driver. 
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TEAM SPORT (Having said that my great friend and mentor 

extracted every last 100th of a second from the car every 

race and trying to run it again).

At Sandown we learnt a lot about the cars and many 

tyres, fuel, wheels and luck. 

was our number one target but we were not discounting the 

were and an absolute joy to drive. A two hour stint went by in 

Johnson and Greg Hansford. They always ran a second back 

Horsley and the Crew Chief was Barry Jones who in his own 

right was an incredibly fast driver and in the future Alan 

Back to Bathurst. The Falken team did achieve second and 

Chief Scrutineer and Stewards. He returned about an hour 

judge of fact, can also cost you a win. So, you learn in motor 

was twice the length of Sandown, Sandown was tougher. The 

circuit is more intense whereas you can 

Sandown is just hard grind all the way. 

All the time I am learning, being given 

believe that it’s really little old me getting 

in and out of these cars surrounded by so 

 

its way…

Regards   GK M.

  \   127



BWA Auto Sydney

45 Prince William Drive,

Seven Hills, NSW 2147

P. +61 (2) 9838 7373

e.  service@bwaauto.com.au

parts@bwaauto.com.au

For more information, book  

www.bwaauto.com.au

Specialists in all German vehicles

Porsche    BMW  

 

technicians. The BWA facility uses the most advanced equipment 

and latest technology to perform warranty compliant logbook 

servicing, all mechanical repairs, ECU tuning and upgrades for 

breathtaking performance increases.

We have the largest range of new and performance 

Porsche parts in Australia, so please call or e-mail us 

with your next parts enquiry.

We treat your Porsche 
like our own.

40 Years of Pors
che Passion!

Since 1976.



You little rebel! We like you! You’re a bit like the Pilatus PC-12 NG. For years, we were told 

no one would ever operate a business aircraft on dirt strips. Today, a growing leet of over 

1300 PC-12s proves just how wrong that statement is. Featuring six all-new interiors, 

external LED lighting, a new electric landing gear system, wireless Connected Flight Deck™, 

and a Wi-Fi passenger media server the PC-12 NG is now even better. Save time and ly in 

more comfort with up to 10 of your best friends in the brand-new PC-12 NG.

Pilatus Australia Pty Ltd  •  Phone +61 8 8238 1600  •  www.pilatus-aircraft.com

DON’T READ THE TEXT




